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If the recent statement by Science, Technology and Innovation Minister
Khairy Jamaluddin is anything to go by, the National Covid-19
Immunisation Programme seems to be going at a slow pace.
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lives, our country and most importantly, our loved ones. It is rather
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there who are reluctant or hesitant to sign up for vaccination.
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July if registration is still low.
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assistance in Covid-19 battle

« Sabahan, 37, relates ordeal of battling
Covid-19 infection

 China battling Xinjiang Covid-19
outbreak; worst since summer

« Lam Thye: Community empowerment
key in battling Covid-19

What does this mean? It only indicates that most of us are still taking
things for granted, like this virus is no big deal. The government has long
started the ball rolling and as responsible citizens, we should not dilly-
dally but register quickly and get vaccinated.

Already nine cases of that highly contagious South African Covid-19
variant have been detected based on genome sequencing in this country,
according to our Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr Adham Baba. Of course, for
now, he would say that things were under control but do we want to see
an occurrence of this variant outbreak, coupled with the virus itself, before
we actually sign up?

Researchers, as reported by the Wall Street Journal, warned that the
variant, detected in at least 40 nations, including the United States, may
spread faster and could reduce the efficacy of vaccines.

The "wait and see" attitude prevalent among us and those who already
have their minds made up about the vaccine or those who have been
bastions for the anti-vaccine movement, are of no help either.

We must assist the government in battling this war against the pandemic
to achieve herd immunity in this country. The best, possible way is by
signing up for the vaccine so that we can win this battle in the shortest
possible time.

Moving forward after the outbreak which has ruined almost all aspects of
our life since early last year, we must not be swayed by those
misinformation, spread on social media, which narratives are nothing less
but to cause uneasiness, create hatred and agitation amongst us.

The government has made the vaccines available. Thus, it becomes our
responsibility to accept the vaccines offered for free by the government.

Perhaps, the ministries concerned should intensify or hold more
campaigns to address fear of side effects of vaccines to instil confidence.

This is because transmitting vaccine-related messaging through the
various platforms is likely to convince people who are hesitant. In
addition, all issues relating to vaccination must be addressed specifically.

Of course, our authorities have carried out various forms of vaccine
messaging or programmes thus far like by engaging influencers, popular
artistes, national leaders and so on. Or, getting more health specialists,
doctors and other health frontliners to spread the word, could be more
effective.

Or, they could engage those who have been vaccinated to relate their
experiences. Whatever the measures being carried out and going to be
taken, protect yourself in order to protect all.

Jamaluddin Jaini

Kuala Kangsar, Perak

The views expressed in this article are the author's own and do not

https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters/2021/04/680813/sign-help-win-covid-19-battle

/(Q_&\
)\ -

fa I

J

s Call to step up virus genome

sequencing

WORLD Apr1,2021 @ 8:57pm

Pfizer/BioNTech say vaccine effective

against S.Africa variant

WORLD Mar 31,2021 @ 9:41pm

BioNTech-Pfizer say Covid vaccine

' . 100pct effective on 12-15 year olds

REGION Apr8,2021 @ 8:31pm

Singapore PM-in-waiting bows out,
upending_succession

GROOVE Apr 8,2021 @ 8:19pm

#Showbiz: Fipper offers explanation
over Neelofa's maligned 'Muslim-
friendly' sandals

GROOVE Apr8,2021 @ 8:07pm

#Showbiz: We won't be exploiting

3 Fatima on social media, says Fazura

CRIME & COURTS Apr 8,2021 @ 6:29pm

'RM4 billion taken out of country was
an act of theft'

2/4


https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/10/632754/mhc-sabah-needs-overwhelming-assistance-covid-19-battle
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/10/636589/sabahan-37-relates-ordeal-battling-covid-19-infection
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2020/11/637447/china-battling-xinjiang-covid-19-outbreak-worst-summer
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/12/649079/lam-thye-community-empowerment-key-battling-covid-19
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/04/679236/call-step-virus-genome-sequencing
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2021/04/678864/pfizerbiontech-say-vaccine-effective-against-safrica-variant
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2021/03/678566/biontech-pfizer-say-covid-vaccine-100pct-effective-12-15-year-olds
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region/2021/04/680762/singapore-pm-waiting-bows-out-upending-succession
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove/2021/04/680760/showbiz-fipper-offers-explanation-over-neelofas-maligned-muslim
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove/2021/04/680754/showbiz-we-wont-be-exploiting-fatima-social-media-says-fazura
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2021/04/680722/rm4-billion-taken-out-country-was-act-theft

4/9/2021

Sign up to help win Covid-19 battle

necessarily reflect those of the New Straits Times

| RELATED ARTICLES

LETTERS Feb 15,2021 @ 12:05am
PM leads battle against Covid-19

OTHERS Feb 16,2021 @ 8:10am
MHC's comprehensive Covid-19

BADMINTON Jan 19,2021 @ 8:00am
Choong Hann talks about battle
with Covid-19

China’s Youngest Female
Billionaire Sells Sydney
Penthouse at a Loss

Sponsored | Mansion Global

Dr Amalina and Alexander
Charles tie the knot at
London mosque | New...
New Straits Times

Insanely Cool Dog Toy That
Keeps Your Pet Fit

Sponsored | Dog Training Ball

Thailand's 'Jack the Ripper'
to hang | New Straits Times

New Straits Times

NEWS BUSINESS
Crime & Courts Business Times
Exclusive Property
Govt / Public Policy Cars Bikes Trucks
Nation
Politics

battle plan

CRIME & COURTS Feb 17,2021 @ 4:54pm
Street fight turns into battle
against Covid-19

Recommended by |

Invest now $ 250 in
Companies like Netflix and
get a monthly income....

Sponsored | Smart Invest

'RM4 billion taken out of
country was an act of theft' |
New Straits Times

New Straits Times

& App Store pp——
% App Store

ST

-Mobile -

= AppGallery

LIFE & TIMES SPORTS WORLD OPINION
Sunday Vibes Football World Columnists
Bots Badminton Region Letters
Heal Tennis Leader
Flair Cycling
Jom! Golf
Groove MMA

https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters/2021/04/680813/sign-help-win-covid-19-battle

GALLERY
Photos
Infographics

NSTTV

EDUCATION

VOUCHER

3/4


https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters/2021/02/665750/pm-leads-battle-against-covid-19
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/others/2021/02/666054/mhcs-comprehensive-covid-19-battle-plan
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/badminton/2021/01/658567/choong-hann-talks-about-battle-covid-19
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2021/02/666546/street-fight-turns-battle-against-covid-19
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.mansionglobal.com/articles/china-s-youngest-female-billionaire-sells-sydney-penthouse-at-a-loss-120014?reflink=outbrain_apartment-int_$section_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://petball-trainer.org/en-o/?obOrigUrl=true
https://tracking.trdunicorn.com/ed50709c-4b97-4a8b-972f-c30f8afdf6c2?adid=003b8604160591bc8b3d7321df82c91507&adtitle=Invest+now+%24+250+in+Companies+like+Netflix+and+get+a+monthly+income.+H&sourceid=$source_id$&campaignid=00a84436d618d177d37109d833d136f50d&sectionid=$section_id$&sectionname=$section_name$&publisherid=$publisher_id$&publishername=$publisher_name$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/04/679186/dr-amalina-and-alexander-charles-tie-knot-london-mosque?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region/2021/04/679260/thailands-jack-ripper-hang?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2021/04/680722/rm4-billion-taken-out-country-was-act-theft?obOrigUrl=true
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times/id1033411389
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nstp.nst
https://appgallery5.huawei.com/#/app/C101980395
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times-epaper/id527144475
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=team.vc.nstnews
https://www.nst.com.my/news
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts
https://www.nst.com.my/news/exclusive
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics
https://www.nst.com.my/business/home
https://www.nst.com.my/business
https://www.nst.com.my/property
https://www.nst.com.my/cbt
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/sunday-vibes
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/bots
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/heal
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/flair
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/jom
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove
https://www.nst.com.my/sports
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/football
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/badminton
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/tennis
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/cycling
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/golf
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/mma
https://www.nst.com.my/world
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/leaders
https://www.nst.com.my/photos
https://www.nst.com.my/photos
https://www.nst.com.my/infographics
https://www.nst.com.my/videos
https://www.nst.com.my/education
http://vouchers.nst.com.my/

4/9/2021 Sign up to help win Covid-19 battle

MotorSport
Cricket
Others

https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters/2021/04/680813/sign-help-win-covid-19-battle 4/4


http://digital.nstp.com.my/nst/includes/shop/list_products.jsp?testata=nstnews&id=nstnews&utm_source=subscription&utm_medium=klik&utm_term=hm&utm_campaign=nstnews
https://www.nst.com.my/disclaimer
https://www.nst.com.my/privacy
https://www.nst.com.my/contact
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/mma
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/motor-sports
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/cricket
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/others

